
Mid-Winter Escape to Cuba aboard  

IƻƭƭŀƴŘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ±ŜŜƴŘŀƳ 

February 26th to March 4th, 2020 

Featuring άThe History Guyέ 
 

Join us for this mid-winter escape from slippery sidewalks and 

icy windshields.  The weather in the Caribbean is likely about 40 

degrees to the north of where you ordinarily spend your 

winter.  Two stops in Cuba with additional time on the beach in 

Grand Cayman and Jamaica.   

About the History Guy: 
Mr. Lance Geiger has worked as a park ranger, a college professor, a corporate 

trainer and an insurance salesman before following his passion to become The 

History Guy on YouTube.  

 

The award-winning YouTube channel presents stories of forgotten history, and 

has garnered over twenty-seven million views and 279,000 subscribers as of 

March, 2019.  He was an award-winning public speaker in college, and has 

coached public speaking professionally for over three decades.   



¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀƎŜΣ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ ŀ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ bƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘ ¢ǊŀǾŜƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻǊ 

ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ Ŧŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōǎŎǊƛōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ά¢ƘŜ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ Dǳȅέ ƻƴ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ 

have even a passing interest in ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ, I strongly suggest 

ȅƻǳ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƘƛƳ ƻǳǘΦ  L ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ IƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ Lance 

Geiger brings it all.  I never had a history teacher growing up that was able to 

make the subject come alive as The History Guy has.  Be sure to check out his 

channel on YouTube at this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4sEmXUuWIFlxRIFBRV6VXQ 

 

The Costs 
This program includes your 

accommodations, meals, 

entertainment, and port taxes.  

Not included is a $75 visa for 

guests going ashore in Cuba, 

which is added to your account 

on board.  Keep in mind that 

the pricing listed here includes 

port taxes.  Many cruise sites do 

not include this in initial pricing.   

 

Accommodations on board 
You have a choice of 

accommodations on board, 

ranging from the least 

expensive inside cabin, to large 

suites with verandahs.  In addition 

to the square footage, cabin location is also an important factor in making your 

selection.   

Accommodations lower and toward the center of the ship generally provide for a 

smoother ride and less motion.  Some people choose a cabin close to the pool 

ŀǊŜŀΣ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ǎǇŜƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘheir time.  

Others would prefer to have better access to the dining room or show lounge.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4sEmXUuWIFlxRIFBRV6VXQ


The prices of specific categories are listed here along with the deck location.  A 

link to the interactive ship diagram page at Holland America is provided as well.   

 

Cruise costs by accommodation type: 
Category Description  Double* Single  3rd/4 th guest**  

SB  Neptune Suite $4110  $8010  $1009 

B  Vista Suite  $3209  $6208  $1009 

BA  Vista Suite  $3109  $6008  $1009 

BB  Vista Suite  $3009  $5808  $1009 

D  Ocean View  $1529  $2480  $  909 

EE  Ocean View  $1449  $2688  $  909  

F  Ocean View  $1429  $2648  $  909 

FF  Ocean View  $1409  $2608  $  909 

I  Inside Stateroom $1339  $2468  $  909 

L  Inside Stateroom $1309  $2408  $  909 

*Double rates are per person, based on two people sharing a stateroom 

**Some cabins accommodate 3rd or 4th guests in the same cabin 

Prices include Port taxes of $210 per person. 

 

The Ship 
IƻƭƭŀƴŘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ 

MS Veendam was 

launched in 1996 

with major 

renovations taking 

place in 2009 and 

2016.  Veendam 

carries just 1350 

passengers.  IΩve 

sailed on Veendam 

and her sister 

ships Ryndam, 

Statendam and Maasdam quite a few times and find that the relatively small size 

is ideal for a 7-day cruise.   



The itinerary 
Day 1  Fort Lauderdale (Port Everglades) Depart 4:00 PM 

Day 2  Havana  Arrive 7:00 AM 

Day 3  Havana     Depart 2:00 AM 

Day 3  Cruising  Sea Day 

Day 4  Cienfuegos  Arrive   8:00 AM Depart 5:00 PM 

Day 5  Ocho Rios  Arrive 10:00 AM Depart 5:00 PM 

Day 6  Grand Cayman Arrive   8:00 AM Depart 5:00 PM 

Day 7  Cruising 

Day 8  Fort Lauderdale (Port Everglades) Arrive 7:00 AM 

 

https://www.hollandamerica.com/en_US/find-a-cruise/C9A07A/E015.html 

 

Ports of Call 
Two stops in Cuba, a full day in the capital city of Havana, and another full day in 

the Spanish Colonial city of Cienfuegos.  Another day for beach and exploration in 

Georgetown, Grand Cayman.  Final port of call at Ocho Rios, Jamaica.  Two full 

days at Sea 

 

Shore Tours 
Holland America offers a 

wide range of shore 

tours in each port of call.  

Tours are available to 

book on board or via the 

Holland America 

Website once your 

reservation is confirmed.   

Havana Shore 

Excursions 

https://www.hollandamerica.com/en_US/ports/havana-la-habana-cuba.html 

 

https://www.hollandamerica.com/en_US/find-a-cruise/C9A07A/E015.html
https://www.hollandamerica.com/en_US/ports/havana-la-habana-cuba.html


Cienfuegos Shore Excursions 

https://www.hollandamerica.com/en_US/ports/cienfuegos-cuba.html 

Ocho Rios Jamaica Shore Excursions 

https://www.hollandamerica.com/en_US/ports/ocho-rios-jamaica.html 

Georgetown Grand Cayman Shore Excursions 

https://www.hollandamerica.com/en_US/ports/georgetown-cayman-islands.html 

 

On-board activities 
Welcome Cocktail Meet & Greet 

Historical sessions and Q&A with The History Guy 

History Guy Team Trivia-for Bragging Rights & Prizes! 

 

Flight suggestions 
The ship departs from Fort Lauderdale on Wednesday, February 26th at 4:00 PM.  

Guests should be on board at least an hour before that.  Your flight should arrive 

in FLL by noon to get to the ship on time.  On a departure like this, I suggest 

arriving in Fort Lauderdale a day before.  For details about a 1-night stay on the 

beach prior to departure, please refer to Fort Lauderdale Overnight. 

 

The ship returns to Port Everglades in Fort Lauderdale at 7:00 AM on the 4th of 

March.  Due to customs and immigration, it may take up to two hours for 

https://www.hollandamerica.com/en_US/ports/cienfuegos-cuba.html
https://www.hollandamerica.com/en_US/ports/ocho-rios-jamaica.html
https://www.hollandamerica.com/en_US/ports/georgetown-cayman-islands.html


passengers to begin the disembarkation process.  Return flights from FLL should 

not be booked to depart prior to 1:00 PM. 

 

To search flights, I suggest tapping into one of the online search engines such as 

Kayak, Orbitz, Travelocity.  My current favorite is Kayak.com.  Sometimes I book 

with the link provided on the Kayak site.  In some instances, I take the fare and 

schedule information directly to the carrier website to book there.   

 

Fort Lauderdale (FLL) Airport is your closest airport.  You may want to check fares 

into Miami International (MIA) as well.  Your transportation to the FLL hotel or 

cruise terminal will be more expensive, but MIA may offer a better/cheaper flight 

schedule.   

 

Port Everglades Cruise Terminal  
Most guests will fly into Fort Lauderdale Airport (FLL).  An uber from the airport to 

the Port Everglades Cruise Terminal will run between $13-$22 for an Uber X.  Taxi 

Estimate is about the same.  If you decide to arrive a day early, joining the group 

at the hotel, your airport to hotel transportation should range between $15-$22 

per car.   

aƛŀƳƛ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ŀƴ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜΦ  ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ƴƻƴǎǘƻǇ 

options from other parts of the USA and worldwide.  Cost estimates for this are 

$40-$80 for Uber and about $92 by taxi.  Estimated drive time is 50 minutes. 

 

Fort Lauderdale overnight 
Guests from this cruise will be coming from all over the country, if not the world.  

Because ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ǘƘŜ Ǌƛǎƪ ƻŦ missing the 4:00 PM departure from 

Fort Lauderdale, you should consider coming early for the night of February 25th. 

 

The hotel will be selected shortly.  The overnight program will include the 

accommodations, taxes, an informal evening gathering at a local watering hole, a 

welcome breakfast on the 26th, and transportation to the ship from the hotel.  

Details for this program will be communicated via email to all registered 

participants when pricing is determined. 

 



Accommodations on board Veendam 
Category: Category SA/SB - Neptune Suite 

Description: Neptune Suites feature floor-to-ceiling glass windows with a door 

that opens to a private verandah, two lower beds that convert to a king-sized bed, 

large sitting area with sofa bed, dressing room, and private bathroom with dual 

sink vanity, shower stall and full-sized whirlpool tub. All staterooms include 

bathrobes, Elemis bath amenities, complimentary fresh fruit, flat-panel TV and 

DVD player, personal safe, telephone, and hair dryer.  

 

Neptune Suite Amenities: Complimentary laundry and dry cleaning, oversize bath 

towels, corsages and boutonnieres for formal night, hors d'oeuvres before dinner, 

binoculars and umbrellas for use on the cruise, cocktail party with ship officers, 

priority boarding, priority dining and seating requests, daily breakfast service, 

high tea service in-suite, access to the Neptune Lounge. Deck: Navigation Deck 

Occupancy: Can accommodate up to 4 guests in this particular cabin 

Stateroom Size:  575 square feet 

 

Category: Category A, B, BA, BB, BC - Vista Suite 
Description: Vista Suites feature floor-to-

ceiling glass windows with a door that 

opens to a private verandah, two lower 

beds that convert to a queen-sized bed, 

sitting area with sofa, and private 

bathroom with shower and full-sized 

whirlpool tub. All staterooms include 

bathrobes, Elemis bath amenities, 

complimentary fresh fruit, flat-panel TV 

and DVD player, personal safe, 

telephone, and hair dryer.  

Suite Amenities: Pillow menu, mini-bar with refrigerator, personalized cruise 

stationary, oversized bath towels, concierge service, fresh flowers, and DVD 

library.  

Some staterooms are equipped with a sofa bed to accommodate a third guest. 

Deck: Navigation Deck. Stateroom Size: 283 square feet 



Category: Category C, D, DA, DD, E, F, FF ς Ocean View Stateroom 
Description: Oceanview staterooms 

feature a picture window, two lower 

beds that convert to a queen-sized 

bed, and private bathroom with 

tub/shower combination. All 

staterooms include bathrobes, 

Elemis bath amenities, 

complimentary fresh fruit, flat-panel 

TV and DVD player, personal safe, 

telephone, and hair dryer.  

 

Some staterooms are equipped with additional bedding to accommodate a third 

guest.  Decks: A Deck, Main Deck, Lower Promenade Deck 

Occupancy: Can accommodate up to 2 guests in this particular cabin 

Some staterooms are equipped with additional bedding to accommodate a third 

guest.  Stateroom Size: 174 - 255 square feet 

Category: Category I, J, K, L ς Interior Stateroom 
Description: Interior staterooms 

feature two lower beds that convert 

to a queen-sized bed and private 

bathroom with shower. All 

staterooms include bathrobes, Elemis 

bath amenities, complimentary fresh 

fruit, flat-panel TV and DVD player, 

personal safe, telephone, and hair 

dryer.  

Decks: A Deck, Main Deck, Lower 

Promenade 

Occupancy: Can accommodate up to 2 guests in this particular cabin 

Some staterooms are equipped with additional bedding to accommodate a third 

guest.  Stateroom Size: 141 - 226 square feet 

For photos and complete descriptions of cabin categories, please visit this link: 

https://www.hollandamerica.com/en_US/cruise-ships/ms-veendam/5.html 
 

https://www.hollandamerica.com/en_US/cruise-ships/ms-veendam/5.html


What if I need to cancel my flight, tour or cruise? 

Because many payments are nonrefundable, travel insurance is suggested.  Both 
of the companies listed below have a policy rate calculator online.  Enter the cost 
of your tour and personal data to receive a no-obligation cost estimate.   

Two recommended companies are: 

Generali Travel Insurance                      www.generalitravelinsurance.com 

Travelex Insurance                                   www.travelexinsurance.com 

Cancellation insurance will range in price based on the cost of your travel and the 
age of the applicant.  Get a quote at the websites above before making a 
purchase.  If you have a pre-existing condition to cover, you usually must 
purchase your policy within 2 weeks of the initial deposit. 

Weather 
Fort Lauderdale is 

typically mid- to upper-

70s at the end of 

February.  

Cuba Weather was hot 

this past year, but 

typically averages in 

the low to mid 80s 

during this cruise time.  

Jamaica and Grand 

Cayman typically enjoy 

the same Caribbean 

weather patterns.  

Overall, February and 

March are ideal 

months to travel there, 

with less humidity, and drier, cooler temperatures.   

 

 

http://www.travelexinsurance.com/


What do I wear? 
CƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ /ŀǊƛōōŜŀƴΦ  5ǊŜǎǎ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭȅΦ  LǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘƻǘΦ   

Holland America has a more conservative approach to dinner dress than other 

cruise lines.  While the only hard anŘ Ŧŀǎǘ ǊǳƭŜ ƛǎ άƴƻ ǎƘƻǊǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛƴƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ 

ŘƛƴƴŜǊέΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƴƛƎƘǘǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ 

passengers wearing cocktail dresses and coat and tie.  On a 7-night cruise there is 

ƻƴŜ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ƻǊ άDŀƭŀέ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŘǊŜǎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ άǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎέ 

enforced.  On Gala nights, an alternative to the dining room is either the Lido Café 

or having dinner in your stateroom.   

 

LΩǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴ ŀǊŜ ŦƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƭŀŎƪǎ όƴƻ ƧŜŀƴǎύ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŀǊŜŘ ǎƘƛǊǘΦ  ! 

jacket is a nice touch, and there will certainly be other guests going all out.   
 

Tipping-from the Holland America website 
For sailings departing on or after December 1, 2018, the daily Hotel Service 

Charge is $14.50* per guest per day for non-suite stateroom guests and $16.00* 

per guest per day for suite guests. 

If our service exceeds or fails to meet your expectations, you are free to adjust 

this amount at the end of each voyage. The Hotel Service Charge is paid entirely 

to Holland America Line crew members, and represents an important part of their 

compensation. A 15% Bar Service Charge is automatically added to bar charges 

and Dining Room wine purchases. In terminals, airports, ports of call and on shore 

excursions, we suggest that you extend gratuities consistent with customary local 

practices. 

 

Alcohol 
Each adult guest is allowed to bring a 750ml bottle of wine or champagne on 

board with them to consume in their cabin.  If taken to a restaurant, a corkage fee 

will apply.  Any additional wine or champagne purchased in port will be assessed 

a corkage fee.   

No liquor may be brought aboard and is subject to confiscation.  Some cruise 

companies take a hard line on this.  They make a significant amount of money 

ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŎƻŎƪǘŀƛƭǎΦ  LΩǾŜ ǎǘƻǿŜŘ ŀ ōƻǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ Ǝƛƴ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ōŀƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀn once when 



embarking on a cruise and never got caught.  Just keep in mind that you may not 

be as lucky as me and may lose your booze. 

 

Dining 
Holland America offers a choice of dining.  You may choose to go with the more 

traditional format where you choose early seating (5:15 PM) having this time and 

a table assigned to you each evening.  This is a good plan for those that like an 

ŜŀǊƭȅ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŘƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀŎƘ 

evening. 

The same option is available for late dining at 8:00 PM.  LΩƳ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

the dining room for our group at the 8:00 PM time slot.   

 

¢ƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ IƻƭƭŀƴŘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ Ŏŀƭƭǎ άŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǎƘέΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ 

the dining room from 5:15-фΥлл ta ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ ƛƴ ŦƻǊ ǎŜŀǘƛƴƎΦ  ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ 

usually waiting 10-15 minutes for a table.  This works well for couples and groups 

of 4, but you may have to wait longer for a larger table to open.   

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƴƻǿΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜ aŀƞǘǊŜ ŘΩƘƾǘŜƭ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ 

your option on board.   

 

Click on the reservation link to register for the cruise.  To confirm, provide guest 

names, as shown on your passport, address, telephone, and email contact.  In 

addition, youΩll need to provide date of birth, on-board accommodation choice, 

and dining selection. 

 

Payment 
The initial deposit for the cruise is $350 per person.  This may be paid by any 

major credit card.  The Balance of payment is due December 1st, 2019.  Balance of 

payment will be processed automatically on that date unless alternate 

arrangements are made.   

 

Questions?  Concerns?  Please contact Brad Cilley at Northwest Travel Service.  

The best method is by email.  brad@nwtravel.com.  You can also call the office 

line at 425 375 2676, though email will almost always get the quickest response.   

 

mailto:brad@nwtravel.com
mailto:brad@nwtravel.com


 


